Sonja Czekalski CV
Contact
sjczekalski@gmail.com
sonjaczekalski.com

Education

· Massachusetts College of Art and Design, MFA, Fine Arts, August 2021
· Rhode Island College, Magna Cum Laude BS in Art Education, Concentration in Painting, Spring 2017

Professional Experience
· Assistant Professor Art/ Art Education: Central Connecticut State University- Fall 2024- Present
· Art Education Program Coordinator
· Design 1, Color Drawing, Introduction to Elementary Art Education, Aesthetics and Critical Inquiry About Art, Research in Art Education, University Supervisor for Student Teacher Candidates
· Gallery Director: Hera Gallery- Spring 2021- Summer 2024
· Adjunct Faculty: Studio Art-Roger Williams University- Spring 2023-  Present 
· Core Aesthetics, Mixed Media and Fibers, Figure Drawing
· Adjunct Faculty: Studio Art- Community College of Rhode Island- Spring 2023- Present
· Drawing 1, Painting I, Painting II
· Adjunct Faculty: Studio Art- Anna Maria College- Fall 2022- Present
· Drawing I, Drawing II, Fundamentals of Design and Color, Graduate Seminar in Arts and Media
· RISD Continuing Education- Fall 2022- Present 
· Advanced Online Learning- Experiential Drawing (Remote)
· Pre-College Program- Fashion Design with Innovative Materials (Remote)
· Artist Instructor:  Danforth Art Museum- Spring 2021-2023
· Pre- College Program Director: SMFA Tufts University, Summer 2022 
· Visiting Lecturer:  Framingham State University- Spring 2021
· Introduction to Studio Art (Remote)
· Graduate Assistant to Sondra Grace: Massachusetts College of Art and Design, Spring 2021
· Curating Fashion
· Graduate Assistant to  Cecelia Vasquez:  Massachusetts College of Art and Design, Fall 2020 and Spring 2021
· Junior and Senior Painting
· Graduate Assistant to Stephanie Cardon: Massachusetts College of Art and Design, Fall 2020
· Visual Language, Introduction to 3-D Design
· Secondary Studio Art Teacher:  Cumberland High School 2017-2020
· Studio Art I, Studio  Art II, Studio Art III, Ceramics I, Art History 1-2 Curriculum Writer,  National Art Honors Society Advisor, Jewelry Club Advisor,  Assessment Committee Leading Member.
· Co-President of Rhode Island College Student Chapter National Art Education Association 2017

Solo and Small Group Exhibitions
· Guilty By Association: On Witchcraft and Women's Health, Solo Exhibition, Hera Gallery, Wakefield RI, Winter 2024
· Figures in Line, Solo Exhibition, Faculty Spotlight, Anna Maria College, Paxton MA, 2023
· Viscera: A Body of Work, Solo Exhibition,  Cultural Center of Cape Cod, Yarmouth MA, Fall 2022
· Body/ Image, Solo Exhibition, Hera Gallery, Wakefield RI, Fall 2022


· 2025. Infused, G-Town Arts, Georgetown CT.
· Figuring It Out, Small Group Exhibition, Five Points Art Gallery, Torrington CT, Spring 2025
· 
· Material Lineage, Small Group Exhibition Brookline Arts Center, Brookline MA, Winter 2023
·  
· Faculty Exhibition, Small Group Exhibition, Anna Maria College, Paxton MA, Fall 2022
· Bodies; Embodied, Small Group Exhibition, Laconia Gallery, Boston MA, Spring 2022
· Exposed, Small Group Exhibition, Hera Gallery, Wakefield RI, Fall 2021
· Bodies Embodied, Small Group Exhibition, Patricia Doran Gallery, Massachusetts College of Art and Design, Boston MA, Summer 2021
· Changing Since Changing, Small Group Exhibition, MassArt SOWA, Boston MA, Summer 2021
· Inner Pictures, Small Group Exhibition, Hera Gallery Wakefield RI, Fall 2020

Group Exhibitions

· Tangled Roots: Echoes of Her Story in Environmental Justice, Chen Art Gallery, CCSU, New Britain CT. Spring 2026.
· 2025. The Fiber of Being with The Textile Study Group of New York at Culture Lab LIC, Long Island City NY.
· 2025. Connecticut Art Education Association “Matter and Mind” Exhibition, Chen Art Gallery, New Britain CT
· Women Pulling at the Thread of Social Justice: Don’t Be Absurd!, The CAMP Gallery, North Miami FL, Fall 2025.
· CCSU Art & Design Faculty Exhibition, Chen Art Gallery, CCSU, New Britain CT. Fall 2025.
· Providence Art Club Faculty Invitational, Maxwell Mays Gallery, Providence Art Club, Providence RI. Summer 2025.
· International Fiber Arts XII, Sebastopol Center for the Arts, Sebastopol CA. Summer 2025.
· Interwoven Narratives, The Art Gallery, Boston MA, Spring 2025.
· Materiality: Memory in Cloth - Cambridge Art Association, Cambridge MA, Spring 2025
· Danforth Annual Juried Exhibition- Danforth Art Museum, Framingham MA, Summer 2024
· Access: An Ordinary Notion - Arc Gallery, San Francisco CA, Summer 2024
· Hera Gallery Past and Present - Hera Gallery, Wakefield RI, Summer 2024
· Amorphous: World of Threads Festival, Queen Elizabeth Park Community and Cultural Center, Ontario CA, Fall 2023
· Faculty Exhibition, Anna Maria College, Paxton MA, Fall 2023
· Danforth Annual Juried Exhibition, Danforth Art Museum, Framingham MA, Summer 2023
· Material World: A Contemporary Fiber Arts Exhibition,  The Arts Council of Fayetteville/Cumberland County, Fayetteville NC, Summer 2023
· Interconnected: A Fibers Show, Worcester State University, Worcester MA, Spring 2023
· Fibers of Nature, Floyd Center for the Arts, Floyd VA, Spring 2023
· Paper Off Skin, RANT Arts and Burnie Arts Council, Burnie, Tasmania, Summer 2022 
· Where We Are, Hera Gallery, Wakefield RI, Spring 2022
· Empowerment Vs. Exploitation, Cultural Center of Cape Cod, South Yarmouth MA, Winter 2022
· Double Take, Trolley Barn Gallery, Poughkeepsie NY, Winter 2022
· COHORTS – alone : together, MFA Online Exhibition, Winter 2022
· Newport Biennial, Newport Art Museum, Newport RI, Winter 2021-2022
· Small Works, Hera Gallery, Members Exhibition, Wakefield RI, Fall 2021
· Small Doses, Periphery Space, Providence RI, Fall 2021
· Yeah, I’m doing great, Mass Art Alumni Juried Exhibition, MassArt SOWA, Boston MA, Fall 2021
· Unthemed, Pawtucket Arts Collaborative, Pawtucket RI, Fall 2021
· Rhode Island Community Invitational Exhibition, Providence Art Club, Providence RI, Spring 2021
· Fresh Faces 2021, Abigail Ogilvy Gallery, Virtual Exhibition, Spring 2021
· Femme- Art Fluent, International Virtual Exhibition, Spring 2021
· Artist Visions 2021-Marin Society of Art, Virtual Exhibition Spring 2021
· Women in Art 2021- Las Lagunas Gallery, Virtual Exhibition, Spring 2021
· Windows on Pawtucket- Art League Rhode Island and the Pawtucket Foundation Window Installation, Fall-Spring 2020
· 3rd Annual Women Artist Art Exhibition- Fusion Art Palm Springs Virtual Exhibition,  Fall and Winter 2020
· Micheal Rose 30 Under 30 National Virtual Exhibition- Michael Rose Virtual Gallery, Summer 2020
· 10th Anniversary Online Art Competition- Virtual Exhibition, Light Space and Time Gallery, Summer 2020
· Grey Cube Gallery - Portrait Series Virtual Exhibition, Summer 2020
· Primary Colors- Primary Colors Virtual Exhibition, Light Space and Time Gallery, Summer 2020
· Lines, Shapes, and Objects- Fusion Art Palm Springs Virtual Exhibition,  Summer 2020
· Millennial RI Virtual Exhibition Featured Artist- Millennial RI, Providence RI, Spring 2020
· 13th Annual Pawtucket Foundation Prize Exhibition- Exhibited Selected Works  Pawtucket Arts Collaborative, Pawtucket RI, Winter 2020
· Art Speaks Out- Political Pop-Up Show,  Pawtucket Arts Collaborative, Pawtucket RI,  January 2020
· 5th Decade of Hera- Jamestown Arts Center, Jamestown RI, Winter 2020
· PAC Textures Exhibition, Pawtucket Arts Collaborative, Pawtucket RI, Fall 2019
· Massachusetts College of Art and Design- Exhibited Selected Works June 2019-August 2019
· The Naked Print- Photography Exhibition- RI Center for Photographic Arts, Providence RI, Winter 2019
· 42nd Festival of the Arts Photography Exhibition- North River Arts Society, Marshfield MA, Summer 2018
· Focus on Figures Exhibition- North River Arts Society, Marshfield MA, Spring 2018
· 11th Annual Pawtucket Foundation Prize Exhibition- Pawtucket Arts Collaborative, Pawtucket RI, Spring 2018
· Extra-Terrestrial Nation Exhibition- Alien Entertainment Pawtucket RI, Fall 2017
· Edge of the Outback-Photography Exhibition- Stefano’s Cafe, Mildura Australia,  Summer 2016

Residencies
· Edge of the Outback, student photography and Australian Aboriginal history residency, Mildura Australia, Summer 2016


Curatorial Experience
· Curator, Tangled Roots: Echoes of Her Story in Environmental Justice, Chen Art Gallery, CCSU, New Britain CT. Spring 2026.
· Curator, LABOR, Hera Gallery Virtual Exhibition, 2026
· Curator, Rewriting Her Story, Hera Gallery Virtual Exhibition, 2025
· Curator, Girl Art Now, Hera Gallery Virtual Exhibition, 2024
· Curator, Objects of Agency, Hera Gallery Virtual Exhibition, 2023
· Co-Curator of Material Lineage, Brookline Arts Center Brookline MA 2023
· Awards Juror, Providence Art Club Fall Members Show, 2021
· Co-Curator of Bodies Embodied, Laconia Gallery Boston MA 2021- 2022

Print/Press
· Emily Olson, “ The Feminine Mystique”, SO Rhode Island, March 2025, pg. 27-29.
· Rachel Phillipson, “Hera Gallery Exhibits Seek to Amplify Modern Day Feminism” The Independent RI,  November, 2024, Arts and Living B4.
· ACCESS: An Ordinary Notion, A National Juried Art Exhibition Inspired by Alice Paul & the Equal Rights Amendment by The Northern California Women's Caucus for Art (catalogue), Elizabeth Addison and Karen Gutfreund, Summer 2024
· Hera at 50 by Madeleine Lorde, ArtScope Magazine July/August Issue, Summer 2024
· The Ongoing Thread in Material Lineage, Off the Cuff Magazine by Julia Brukx, Winter 2024
· WE THE ARTISTS: AMERICA 2021: HERA EXHIBITION PULLS THE COUNTRY TOGETHER, Artscope Magazine, Issue May/June 2021
· Windows on Pawtucket, Year 1 Catalogue, Art League Rhode Island, Fall 2021
· Witches Mag Contributor Issue #5, Published writings and artworks,  Summer 2021
· Then and Now, Massachusetts College of Art and Design Fashion Archive Catalogue, Summer 2021
· Fiandaca and his works, Massachusetts College of Art and Design Fashion Archive Digital Catalog, Summer 2021
· Witches Mag Contributor Issue #4, Published writings and artworks,  Summer 2020
· Witches Mag Contributor Issue #3, Published writings and artworks,  Winter 2020
· Home is Where the Heart Is, illustrated Children’s book for Woonsocket Rhode Island Homeless Shelter Winter 2015


Lectures/ Talks

· Figuring It Out, Group Artist Talk, Five Points Art Center, Torrington CT, Spring 2025
· Guilty By Association: On Witchcraft and Women’s Health, materials demonstration and artist talk with Sarah Swift at Hera Gallery, Fall 2024
· On Witchcraft and Women’s Health, virtual artist talk at Hera Gallery, Fall 2024
· Hera Gallery Past and Present 50th Anniversary Panel Discussion, Summer 2024
· Visiting Artist Guest Lecture, Bristol Community College, Fall 2023
· [bookmark: _hz213uaayayx]Material Lineage, Panel Discussion, Fall 2023
· [bookmark: _5kvv59yqf793]Sunday Spotlight Artist Talk- Danforth Art Museum, Summer 2023
· Hera Gallery: Creating Community Since 1974,  In Conversation Arts and Health presented by RISCA and RIDOH, Virtual Presentation at Rhode Island School of Design, Spring 2023 
· [bookmark: _cwwf6pqlgcaa]Visiting Artist Guest Lecture, Roger Williams University, Fall 2022
· [bookmark: _hx396klyt2hc]Body/Image, Artist Talk at Hera Gallery, Summer 2022
· [bookmark: _1snzp72ya11x]Visiting Artist Talk, SMFA at Tufts University Pre College Program, Summer 2022 
· [bookmark: _mb6irzeeuyud]Exposed, Artist Talk at Hera Gallery, Winter 2021
· [bookmark: _n9n26hnhopa]Summer 2021 MFA Thesis Talks, presented Viscera: A Body of Work, in virtual lecture series
· Intricate Connections- Virtual Artist Talk at Hera Gallery, Winter 2020

Workshops
· From Waste To Weave, Workshop at Connecticut Art Education Association Fall 2025 Conference.
·  Sip and Make at Hera Gallery, Weaving with Plants Workshop. Summer 2025. Hera. Gallery, Wakefield RI

Awards and Grants 
· CCSU Faculty Student Research Grant, Tangled Roots: Echoes of HerStory in Environmental Justice Exhibition Catalog, Spring 2026.
· CCSU Faculty Development Grant, Tangled Roots: Echoes of HerStory in Environmental Justice Exhibition , Spring 2026.
· First Place Award for Beldam Cloak in Danforth Museum Annual Juried Exhibition, 2024
· Honorable Mention for, Sehkmet Cloak, Pawtucket Foundation Show, 2022
· Juror Prize- for The Top 10 in Double Take, International Juried Exhibition Trolley Barn Gallery Poughkeepsie NY, 2022
· Dean's Scholarship- Massachusetts College of Art and Design Awarded Spring 2021
· Light Space and Time 10th Anniversary Virtual Exhibition-  Merit Award Recipient for Breath, Summer 2020
· Grey Cube Gallery Merit Award for Outstanding Art- Portrait Series Virtual Exhibition, featured work I’m a Mess, Summer 2020
· PAC Textures Exhibition- 4th place winner for I’m a Mess, Pawtucket Arts Collaborative, Pawtucket RI, Fall 2019
· Antonio Cirino Memorial Scholarship Award- Grant for Massachusetts College of Art and Design 2019 and 2020



Gallery Affiliation
· Hera Gallery, Artist Member- Wakefield, RI 2019-present

Professional Organizations 
· Co-Founder of The Hysterical Signal Collective, 2025
· Textile Study Group of New York, 2025
· Connecticut Women Artists, 2025
· Surface Design Association, 2025
· Hera Gallery and Educational Foundation Board Member, 2024
· Where Are the Women Artists, 2024
· National Association of Hand Papermakers, 2020
· National Art Education Association, 2016-2020, 2024
· Coalition for Feminisms in Art Education (CFAE), 2024
· Early Childhood Art Educators, 2024
· Seminar for Research in Art Education, 2024



